ECHAD - THE HEBREW WORD FOR ONE

By Allon Maxwell

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is ONE LORD:
And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.
(Deuteronomy 6:4)

Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is,
Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is ONE Lord:
And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength:
this is the first commandment.
(Mark 12:29)

The Hebrew word ECHAD is the direct equivalent for our English cardinal number ONE.

Jews who live in Israel and speak Hebrew in daily life, will tell you that in everyday use, it means simply the
cardinal number ONE. In the Hebrew OT, it appears 952 times and is translated as ONE 687 times.

According to Strong’s Bible Concordance it can also mean, less commonly:
first 36, another 35, other 30, any 18, once 13, eleven + 06240 13,
every 10, certain 9, an 7, some 7, misc. 87;

COMPOUND UNITY?

In more recent times, some Trinitarians have confused the issue by claiming that ECHAD actually means
something they call “COMPOUND UNITY”,

They use this invented term, of dubious origin, to liken GOD to a bunch of grapes! A bunch of grapes, they
say, may be comprised of many grapes while actually being a single bunch. And from there they make their
ridiculous false claim that in Deut 6:4, ECHAD means the trinity!

This “Compound Unity theory”, is a bit like trying to compare apples with oranges! And it doesn’t fit at all
with the Trinitarian creeds. A bunch can be separated into individual grapes, (substances) and once separated,
cannot ever be put back together! Anyone familiar with the Athanasian and Nicene creeds knows that amongst
traditional Trinitarians, this comparison would be regarded as quite unacceptable! The God of the Trinitarian
creeds is ONE INDIVISIBLE SUBSTANCE (“ESSENCE” in the older versions of the Athanasian Creed) which
cannot be separated into individual components!

It is interesting to note that this alleged meaning is not acknowledged by reputable scholars, including our
English Bible Translators. Nor is it supported in any of the several Concordances, Lexicons, and Hebrew
Grammars, | have been able to consult.

Here are a couple of quotes which put it plainly. The first is from Uri Marcus, a Jew who lives in Jerusalem
and speaks Hebrew in daily life.

“Capitalizing off this law of physics, trinitarians have rolled out one of their greatest hoaxes aimed at intimidating
non-Hebrew speakers into yielding before their absurd “tri-unity” presumption. Their fantasy claims that the
Hebrew word “78: Echad - ONE” somehow describes a “compound” or “composite” unity, which conveniently
turns one, into more than one, reasoning that everything in the material universe is either composed of pieces of a
greater whole (the composite), or that the whole comprises of more than one part until we get down to the basic,
indivisible (and as yet undiscovered) primary part. What backfires however, is their comprehension of the simple
adjective “ONE” which functions exactly the same in all languages, including Hebrew. It is a universal truth:
“ONE” (1) has never and will never refer to a number greater than itself. Each thing or person is still defined as
ONE thing or person, with ONE body, for which singular pronouns are always employed when referring or
talking to or about it, him or her. When referring to G-d, there is no exception.”

Quoted from “The End of a Messianic Lie” by Uri Marcus pages 85-6, footnote 29
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The second is from Anthony Buzzard, a retired teacher of Hebrew at Atlanta Bible College.

The Hebrew Word for One Means One

Faced with a traditional creed which contradicts the strict unitary monotheism of Jesus and of the Bible, some
believers in Jesus as Messiah, even, remarkably, Messianic Jews, have felt compelled to find a way to justify their
departure from Jesus’ creedal monotheism. This has led to one of the most bizarre exercises in the distortion of
simple words known, | suppose, to the history of ideas. It needs to be exposed as a bold venture in twisting the
straightforward terminology by which the God of the Bible declares that He is one single Person.

The assault on common sense, simple language facts, and biblical authority we are speaking of has to do with the
Hebrew word echad, which is the cardinal number “one.” In counting in Hebrew one says echad, sh’nayim,
shalosh: “one, two, three...”

Extraordinary verbal acrobatics have been performed with the word echad by some Trinitarians, in an effort to
convince the public that the number one does not mean one. It is a tactic of desperation.

It takes in only those who are not alert to the meaning of simple words.

The obstruction of the straightforward meaning of the Hebrew echad (one) must rank amongst the most amazing
pieces of bogus propaganda found in theological writing.

Quoted from “Jesus Was Not a Trinitarian”, by Anthony Buzzard, Pages 307-308.

ECHAD AS AN ORDINAL NUMBER?

As we saw above, on a few occasions the OT word ECHAD is translated as the ordinal number, “first”. (36
times out of a total of 952 occurrences)

Trinitarians sometimes incorrectly claim that this means that ECHAD in Deut 6:4, should be translated as an
ordinal number! The English translators, they say, have got it wrong. The LORD, they say, is not ONE, but
(only) FIRST! And that since there is a “FIRST” LORD, there must also be others! And consequently, they
say, Deuteronomy 6:4 actually supports the Trinity!

The Hebrew lexicons tell us that Hebrew does have a word which is a dedicated ordinal number for “first”.
(reashon — I2NR9)

However, Jews don’t always use that ordinal when they want to say things like “first day”. Instead they use
the cardinal and say “ONE (ECHAD) day”!

This is NOT because ECHAD is a true ordinal number in its own right! It is a special use of the cardinal
number which illustrates one of the many ways in which Hebrew thinking patterns are VERY different to
English! When a Jew says ECHAD YOM, the literal meaning is “day ONE” (cardinal) — NOT “FIRST day”.
e.g. Genesis 1:5.

A literal word for word translation of the Hebrew in Genesis 1:5 would be:

“and-he-is-becoming evening and-he-is-becoming morning day one”
From the Online Hebrew English Interlinear Bible
http://www.scripturedall.org/Onlinelnterlinear/OTpdf/genl.pdf

Of course if it is simply transposed, this would make little sense to English speakers. A proper translation has
to take into account the obvious “Tower of Babel” differences in thinking patterns between Hebrew and
English. To do this our English translators have changed the Hebrew cardinal to an English ordinal, and
rendered it as:

“The evening and the morning were the first day”.

For additional confirmation, see Gesenius:

“In other places, as Gen. 1:5; 2:11, TN (ECHAD) does not lose the common idea of a cardinal”.
Gesenius Online http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H0259&t=KJV

There is no justification whatsoever for these misinformed Trinitarian claims that the original cardinal word,
ONE, (ECHAD) can be arbitrarily reassigned as an ordinal, (FIRST) anywhere or everywhere it appears, just
to suit their theological bias.
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ECHAD IN THE NEW TESTAMENT
Of course the Hebrew word ECHAD does not appear in the Greek NT.

Instead, when Deut 6:4 is quoted by Jesus in the GREEK NT (Mark 12:29) the word ECHAD is translated by
the Greek EIS (Strong’s 1520)

EIS (Strong’s 1520) means the cardinal number ONE. From the Greek Lexicon in my computer Bible
program:

1520 €1¢ heis hice

(including the neuter [etc.] hen); TDNT-2:434,214; numeral

AV-one 229, a 9, other 6, some 6, not tr 4, misc 18; 272

1) one
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Appendix 1

From the Greek Lexicon in “The Online Bible” Computer Program

0259 N7 ‘echad ekh-awd’
a numeral from 0258; adj; {See TWOT on 61}

AV-one 687, first 36, another 35, other 30, any 18, once 13, eleven + 06240 13, every 10, certain 9, an 7,
some 7, misc. 87; 952

1) one (number)

1a) one (number)

1b) each, every

1c) a certain

1d) an (indefinite article)

1e) only, once, once for all

1f) one ... another, the one ... the other, one after another, one by one
1g) first

1h) eleven (in combination), eleventh (ordinal)

0258 X117 ‘achad aw-khad’
perhaps a primitive root; v; {See TWOT on 605 }
AV-go thee one way or other 1; 1

1) (Hithpael) to go one way or another, to be sharp

Appendix 2
Online Lexicon Results
Strong's H259 - 'echad
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H0259&t=KJV

Y

Transliteration Pronunciation
‘echad ekh-ad' (Key)
Part of Speech
adjective Root Word (Etymology)
TWOT Reference A numeral from 708 (H258)
61

Outline of Biblical Usage

1) one (number)

a) one (number)

b) each, every

C) a certain

d) an (indefinite article)

e) only, once, once for all

f) one...another, the one...the other, one after another, one by one
g) first

h) eleven (in combination), eleventh (ordinal)

Authorized Version (KJV) Translation Count — Total: 952
AV — one 687, first 36, another 35, other 30, any 18, once 13, eleven + 06240 13, every 10, certain
9,an 7, some 7, misc. 87
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Appendix 3
Echad — From Gesenius Online
http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/lexicon.cfm?Strongs=H0259 &t=KJV

-TUN const. 1N [“and so before {2 Lev.13:2;
before " Gen. 32:23; and elsewhere, Gen. 48:22;
2 Sam.1%7:22; Zec.11 :7”]; f. DoN (for n‘zntﬁ), in
pause NT¥; a numeral having the power of an adj.

/
—,c 5 - <

ONE. Arab. s\:a-‘ (not ‘-\9-‘ as in Winer); f. d‘-\b-‘

Zth. AL ahadu (not e ahad, as in ’Winer

also), Ch. and Syr. 0, _..:,, The same radical let-
ters are found in the Pehlevi advek, one, and without
the third radical Daleth, Sansc. eka, and Pehlevi jek.

One has often the force of — (1) i. q. the same,
Gen. 40:5; Job 31:15.

(2) first, but only so used in counting the days of
the months, Ezr.10:16,1%, " lay. TN D12 “ on the
first day of the month.” W"'ng’ "m&l “ on the first
day of the month,” Gen. 8:5,13; comp. pia rov aaﬁ-
/3a. wy, Act. 20:7. In counting years, the expression
is NAY N, just as in Germ. bag Jabr Ging, Bwey, ete.,
for das erfte Sabr, etc.,, Dan. 9:1,2; Ezr.1:1. In
other places, as Gen.1:5; 2:11, 70?} does not lose
the common idea of a cardinal, and the numbers fol-
low one another as in Lat. unus, alter, tertius (Suet.
Octav. 101).

(3) some one, DY TN “some one of the people;”
N PN, XD “no one.” Hence very often —

(4) it acts the part of an indefinite article, espe-
cially in the later Hebrew, 1 Ki. 20:13, TN N'23
“a certain prophet,” wpogfirne ric; Dan. 8:3,
IO a ram,” ein Widder; 1 Ki.19:4. So also when
0N precedes, e.g. YATR M ¢ a certain holy one,”
i.e. angel, ri¢ &yyehog, Dan.8:13. Sometimes also
in the older books, Ex. 29:3; 1 Sa. 1:1; and followed
by a genitive N33 08 “one of the cisterns,” i.e.
some cistern, Gen. 37:20; comp. Job 2:10.

(5) one onl_/ of its kind,Job23:13; Eze.7:5; Cant.

6:9 (Arab. A>—‘} only one, incomparable; :..\—o-, id.

A. Schultens on Job loc. cit. and 9:5).
Appendix 3 Continued next page
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Appendix 3 Continued
Echad — From Gesenius Online

(6) When repeated TW—TN8 it is one...another,
Ex. 17:12; 18:3. It even occurs three times re-
peated, 1 Sa.10:3; 13:17,18. Also distributively
of individuals, Nu. 13: 2, T U 08 ') ¢ ye shall
send one man to a tribe;” Nu. 34:18.

(7) TN as one man, i.c. together. Eazr. 2:64,
N3 5@;‘-3-‘_1“?2-3 “the whole congregation together;”
Ezr. 3:9; 6:20; Ecc.11:6, N3 D% “ both
alike,” alle beyde. Alsoi.q.“together, unitedly,”
Isa. 65:25; in the same sense is said N Y83 Jud.
20:8; 1 Sa.11:%; Ch. NI03,

(8) £. NON ellipt. for NON DYB one time, once,
2 Ki.6:10; Ps.62:12.

(9) NO¥3 — (a) i.q. NN No. 8, Num. 10:4.— (%)
suddenly (mit einem Male), Pro. 28:18.—(¢) 1. q.
N3 altogether, Jer.10:8.

(10) N '"335‘? one after another, one by one,
Isa. 27:12, and Ece. 7:27, ﬁDS‘? nnY¥ “one after
another.”

Note. In the passage which has been unnecessarily
discussed, Isa.66:17, we should retain the common
signification. It should thus be rendered, “ who sanc-
tify and purify themselves ... 08 N after one,”
i.e. following one; the hierophant who presides over
the rest in sacred rites, Comp. my Comm. on the
passage.

PL BYN. — (1) the same, Gen.11:1; comp. Lat.
uni, as unis moribus vivere (Cic. pro Flacco 26; Terent.
Eun. ii. 3,75).

(2) joined in one, united; Eze. 37:17, D"!QS} »i
“ and they shall be (the two sticks) joined in one.”

(3) some, a few, Germ. einige, eingelne, Gen. 27:44;
29:20. Deriv. the verb T, also pr.n. TN,

o 3 |
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Appendix 4
ECHAD -From Brown Driver Briggs Lexicon Pages 25-26

‘N'TN opadj.mum. one (Ph.Tny, Sab.id.,cf.

DHMZMGW" 7. Ar, 3..;.1 Eth. &ch8: Aram. 0,
o ; On As. edu, ahadu, cf. DIV¥1%)__ghg, /n
Gn 1°+ cstr. T8 Gn 2 11"+ ; 80 even bef. prep.
I8gtal.y Dy f abs.nl_'_lg Gn 2% +; NOY¥ Gn
11’ +; ostr. MO8 Dt 13®+; pl m. D™IN Gn
II‘+4t.; 0 Ez 33% del. Co cf. & ;—1. one
Gn 1° 24%% Ex 12* Jos 23° 1 S 1% 2 'S 12° +,
Zc 14° Mal 2'° Jb 31+, 50 also (emph.) 28 17°

for MT WR & We Dr; one or two IME m~5 N5

D‘JWS N51 Ezr 10"; as subst. sq. {? Gn 2% Ly
428 Is 3416+ ‘RN Gn 19? 42332 2 K 6*°+; one
and the same Gn 40°% Jb 31%%; pl. DMINNR D27
tGn 11* cf. Ez 377 (abs.), but v. Co;=/ew, a
Sew 'R D) +Gn 27* 29% Dn 11%°; I PRI as
one man, together Juzo0®1S117; also WHRD late
= Aram. RIN3 +Ezr 2%4(=Ne ;%) 3° 6% Eeo 1 L
v. esp. Is 652° (llearlier VI 11%7). 2. _each,
every Ex36® Nu7>® 282 1 K 47 2K 157+ ;
also repeated, distrib. sense Nu 7 132 14* Jos
3% 4% 3.=acertain 151’25 18" 2 K 4! Est
3°+cf. 28 17° v. Dr 1 8 1'; hence 4.=indef.
art. 1867 24" 26% (but del. & We Dr) 1 K
19%4. B.only 1K 4%; & (fem ) once 2 K 6'°
VY 62"* 8936 (oncefm all) ; D‘JW ww'pw& nox 2 Ch
0%, M2 /R Ly 16™ cf. Jb 40°, nm Dy® Jos 631
cf. v“ nnx: Nu 10* Jb 33%; at once nnK3a Pr
28" of nm*'DPJ PANY Ju 16%. 6. one .
another, the one . the other” N..:NExz1y?18%
Am47 2S 12! Je 24% 2 Ch 3" Ne 474 ; 28
14° rd. YOIRTNY 0N for TnNATNAN TANT & We
Dr; one after another, one by one, T "mNs Is
27 cf. Ec 77. 7. as ordinal, first (mostly P&
late) Gn 1° (P) 2" (J) Ex 39“’ (P); Ez 10" esp.
of first day of month Ex 40? (P) Ezr gty
Ne 82 Hg 1 ,ﬁrst year, NOR MY 2 Ch 36 Ezr
1! Dn 1" 9% 11! abs. Jb 42™; cf. first (day, D
om) Gn 88 W1hd IMR2; so Ex 407 Lv 23%
Nu 1'"* 29! 335 (all P) Dt 1°® 2 Chzg” Ezr 79
Ez 26' 297 31! 32! 45"°. 8. in combin,,
a. WY X eleven (cf. WY, YY) Gn 322 37°
(JE) Dt 1% so MPYNOR Jos 15 (P) 2 K 23%
24" 2 Ch 36> Je 52! (precedes noun, exc. Jos
15*); as ordinal, eleventh MY MY HUS Ez 30%
31’ cf. 1 K 6% 2K 9%; b. with other numerals, as

cardinal NIRR YoM A28 DWW W Nu
cf. 2183143 (3]] P; /N precedes other numeral),
but 'IJW NORY DWW (8 following) 1 K 14 15"
2K14 2Ch12‘3 of. 2K 22'=2Ch34!; 2K
z24%=Je 52‘—2 Ch 36'; Jos 12* (D) Is 307
Ezr 2*®=Ne %* cf. v7; Dn 10®; as ordmal
MY nivy wirh nns: Gn 8% (P) Ex 12" (P), 1 Ch
24‘7 25% 2 Ch 16" (X preceding); but 1 K 16%
Hg 2! (8 following).
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Appendix 5
ECHAD - The Analytical Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon, Page 17

1 irr. constr. “IAN; NAX and in pause noy fem.
E (é 45).—I1. one.—II. first, only in the enumerating
; of time, where the cardinal stands for the ordinal,
~ UIN2 NI on the first (day) of the month ; NYY
- NOR the first year.—II1. some one, any one; “INN
~ DY7 one of the people, YR T one of his brethren,
- IMNPR, N5 no one. Hence—IV. as the indef. art.,
MR Lft_& a ram, IR R a prophet, a certain pro-
~ phet—V. INN™IIN  one-another; TR IR LN
- 1BEY I one man from each tribe.—V. NN,
nms: as one, together, at once.—VI. fem. NNON,
ngg: one time, once; (a) NONA at once—Pl
DYINN the same; (b) joined into one ; (0) a few.

- 10N Hithpa. to unite oneself, Eze. 21. 21.

~ NNR (union) pr. name masc., called also TIN,
~comp. 1 Ch. 8.6, with Ge. 46. 21.

- NX (apocopated for YY) one. Eze. 18. 10.

§ "‘lp Eze. 33. 30, by Chaldaism for IR one.

~ 0 Ch. emph. X7, TIN—1. one—IL. first.—

IIL. Y9 ‘;y ﬂg;t&‘ 1 seven times more—IV. N0
at the same time, together.
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Appendix 6
ECHAD - From Biblical Hebrew Step by Step, Vol 1, Pages 155-156, second edition.
By Menahem Mansour

The number one, NN (m.) and NN (f.), is treated as an adjective, and hence it
always follows the noun and agrees with it.
one man i\ one woman noN YN
one book il il one blessing iglah\ligsigh!
The number one, NN (m.) or NAN (f.), may also stand for the indefinite article
a or an:

a man or one man Rinh AN
a woman or one woman ininf\ ln i
an apple or one apple mN men

NN one (m.) has a plural form 2*I0X a few, not many; for instance, B*INN
BYBD few books, R™INN BM27 few words or few things.

Page 9 of 10



Appendix 7
Quoted From
“Cardinal Numbers used as Ordinal”, Williams Hebrew Syntax (3rd Edition)
By John C. Beckman

= 5
Ordinal numeralsl °

98a First through tenth.”>! The ordinal numbers ‘first’ through
‘tenth’ are adjectives. They are normally used as attributive
adjectives, so they follow the numbered item and match it in
gender, number, and definiteness (§73). Occasionally,
however, they occur as appositional genitive adjectives
(§42b) after the construct state of the numbered item.

o by P in the second year
@ the second  in the year Gen47:18
‘?‘:_1?7_7 o the sevenrh day
@ the sevenrls day of Deut 5:14

98b First through tenth using cardinal numbers. > Although
the Hebrew ordinal numbers (§98a) are normally used for
‘first’ through ‘tenth,’ the Hebrew cardinal numbers (§94-5)
are occasionally used for that purpose.

one nea in the second year
@ nve invearof 2 Kas 15:32
mE3 I ov The name of the firsr was Baanah.

@ Baanah the one name of 2 Sam4:2
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